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LOUISIANA HOTEL LAWS
LAW  TO REGULATE THE LIABILITY OF INNKEEPERS

LOUISIANA CIVIL CODE:

ART. 2968  Every landlord or keeper of a public inn or hotel, shall be required to 
provide with an iron chest or other safe deposit for valuable articles belonging to 
his guests or customers, and each landlord or hotelkeeper shall keep posted upon 
his doors and other public places in his house of entertainment, written or printed 
notices to his guests and customers that they must leave their valuables with the 
landlord, his agent or clerk, for safe keeping, that he may make safe deposit of the 
same in the place provided for that purpose.

ART. 2969  Every landlord, hotel or inn keeper who shall comply with the 
requirements of the preceding articles (article); shall not be liable for any money, 
jewelry, watches, plate or other things made of gold or silver, or of rare and 
precious stones, or of other valuable articles of such description as may be 
contained in small compass, which may be abstracted or lost from any such public 
inn or hotel, if the same shall not be left with the landlord, his clerk or agent, for 
deposit, unless such loss shall occur through the fraud or negligence of the 
landlord, or some clerk or servant employed by him in such inn or hotel; provided, 
however, that the provisions of this article shall not apply to a wearing watch, or 
such other articles of jewelry as are ordinarily worn about the person.

ART. 2971  No landlord or inn keeper, or their officers, clerks, agents, or employees 
shall be liable contractually or delictually, under the provisions of the foregoing six 
articles to any guest or party of guests occupying the same apartments for any 
loss of cash, jewelry, rare art item or negotiable instruments sustained by such 
guests or party of guests by theft or otherwise, in any sum exceeding five hundred 
dollars ($500.00), unless by special agreement in writing with the proprietor, 
manager or lessee of the hotel or inn a greater liability has been contracted for.

 Provided that no guest shall be held bound by the limitation of value 
established in this Article, unless this Article is conspicuously posted n the guest 
room. Further, this limitation of value shall not apply when the loss is caused by the 
intentional act or gross negligence of the landlord or innkeeper, or by the 
intentional act or gross negligence of the landlord's or innkeeper's officers, clerks, 
agents, or employees when such intentional act or gross negligence is committed 
during the time periods that such persons are engaged in the course of their 
employment.

FELONY TO OBTAIN ACCOMMODATIONS BY FRAUD

LOUISIANA REVISED STATUTES: TITLE 21, SEC. 21 - 22 (Condensed)

 Registered guests must appear before the room clerk or other agent of 
this establishment before checking out for payment of hotel charges. This 
appearance is also necessary if there is a protest on the amount due or the charges 
must be concluded through satisfactory credit arrangements.

 It is also prima facie evidence of intent to defraud if a check, draft of 
order is issued to this establishment or any other establishment and there is failure 
to honor the same within five days after receipt of written notice of its non-payment 
upon presentation. Violators are subject to  a $500.00 fine and/or 2 years 
imprisonment.


